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You need to decide what is of ultimate worth to you--God or anything else. 

The answer to that question will not only define your life, but also your 

eternal destiny.  

Jesus said, “What does it profit a man to gain the whole world [or anything in 

it] and forfeit His soul?” Or to say it another way, what isn’t worth losing to 

gain an eternal life of friendship with God?  

The Bible clearly teaches that hell is a literal, physical place that becomes the 

eternal “home” of those who don’t receive the perfect righteousness of Christ 

by faith, and therefore are not reconciled to God.  

Now just think about a person who has died, not caring, not trusting in Jesus; 

maybe even defying Him; or even a person who would associate themselves 

with Christianity but at no cost to their self-sufficiency. They die and find 

themselves in the first 10 minutes of eternal hell. How much do you think 

they would be willing to give up then if they could reverse their eternal 

destiny? My guess is everything!  

But I am not speaking to the dead. I am speaking to the living. Decide how 

much the grace of God is worth to you. If undefeated sin assigns a person to 

hell but the grace of God has the power to defeat sin, would you not want to 

live in the grace of God that enables you to kill sin’s remaining influence in 

your life.  

By the way, its popular today for people to excuse the notion of hell by 

suggesting that it can’t be reconciled to God’s love. Yet, hell exists precisely 

because God is good and loving, therefore He will not allow the evil of sin to 

go unpunished by its just due. Just like a father would not be good or loving 

who overlooked the evil done toward his children; or a judge would not be 

good who failed to exact the justice of a life sentence on a murderer only 

giving him a 24 hour hold in county jail (bec the degree of the offense 

determines the degree of the sentence—we have defied the Creator of our 

eternal souls!). People who excuse hell underestimate the goodness and love 

of God not to mention His infinite holiness, perfect righteousness, and 

untainted justice.  

Here in Mark 9, Jesus is not only warning us about hell, but teaching us that 

God’s worth supersedes even the most essential things for physical life and 

motivates us to war against the sin that keeps us from Him.    

Here’s the crux: As true disciples, we must so treasure God and life under 

His reign that we will wage war against our sin.  

This passage is about the horrifying, devastating, destructive, nature of sin. 

The only legitimate conclusion that we can draw from these verses is that our 

attitude toward our sin must be a declaration of war!  

Nothing of earth (even our own lives) is worth the cost of bearing the eternal 

consequences of our sin. And so we must guard against causing others to sin, 

have our own lives purged of sin, and model true discipleship that promotes 

holy living.  

What particular areas of sin are you consciously battling against?  

Let’s consider 4 ways in which we must wage war against sin in our lives: 

1) We must wage war against sin by taking great care that we don’t 

cause another person to stumble (vs. 42). 

It appears as though Jesus is speaking more broadly than of just kids 

by His use of the term “children” in vs. 42.
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 I take it to mean anyone 

who is lacking maturity as a follower of Christ, perhaps like the man 

in vs 38 that Jesus did not want His disciples to hinder or cause to 

stumble. This man was serving in Jesus name but couldn’t possibly 

have been fully versed in the ways of Jesus. He was successfully 

casting out demons in Jesus’ name, but the disciples tried to stop him 

because he was not a part of their group.  

Now a few verses later, Jesus gives a warning about causing others 

to stumble that could hardly be stronger. [vs. 42] 
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By our actions or words we can cause another person, even though 

they are a believer, to stumble. Jesus is warning us about the dangers 

of giving an offense that would cause another person to be ensnared 

by sin.   

He says, it would be better to be thrown into the sea with a millstone 

tied around your neck. A millstone was a huge cylinder-shaped stone 

used for grinding (crushing) grain that was so heavy it had to be 

turned by a mule. Imagine how fast and permanently you would find 

our your final resting place at the bottom of the sea.  

Jesus is saying, it would be better to die a hopeless, inevitable, death 

than to have to answer to God about causing another person to be 

entangled in sin. In fact, in Matthew’s account of this saying, Jesus pronounces an oracle 

of doom on the world for establishing such stumbling blocks: “Woe to the world because of its 

stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through 

whom the stumbling block comes!” (Matt 18:7)  

In Romans 14, Paul said, “each one of us shall give account of himself to 

God. Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine 

this-- not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way.”
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We should determine to do everything in our power, to not be a cause for 

another person to stumble out of reverence for God—especially when the 

other person is vulnerable. This is why Lev 19:14 says, “You shall not curse 

a deaf man, nor place a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall 

revere your God; I am the LORD.” The interesting thing here is that if you 

curse a deaf man, he can’t hear you. But the primary problem is not now it 

affects that man but that you must answer to God for your actions. It is 

proper fear and reverence for God that will cause us to restrain ourselves 

when we might otherwise be a stumbling block to another person.   
 

2) We must wage war against our sin by having it purged from our 

own lives (43-48).
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[vs. 43-48] Let me make two introductory comments about these 

verses.  
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 In fact, if we don’t do this we will most certainly be a stumbling block to others not to mention to 

ourselves.  

The first thing I want to note is that there are some discrepancies in 

the Greek manuscripts which surface in our translations. Those of 

you reading NIV & ESV will notice that you don’t have vs. 44 & 46. 

It just jumps from 43-45 and from 45 to 47. In the NAS or NKJ, 

these verses read “where the worm does not die and the fire is not 

quenched” but they are in brackets or italics. Your footnotes will tell 

you that some manuscripts contain these verses while other 

manuscripts which are considered better do not contain them. 

Apparently a scribe along the way must of added vs. 44 and 46 by 

way of emphasis to some manuscripts. What’s most important for 

you to understand is that the inclusion of these verses in no way 

change the meaning of the text because they are a repeat of vs. 48 

which is identical.  

Second, note that Jesus is using figurative language so He’s not 

telling us to literally cut off our hand or foot or pluck out our eye. 

We know this because 1) the OT was very clear that maiming or 

disfiguring one’s body by cutting or tattooing was prohibited (Lev 

19:28), and 2) Jesus himself had already taught us earlier in Mark  7 

that our sin always comes from a root in the heart. So even if you cut 

off your foot, it does not kill the root of sin in your heart which will 

simply surface in some other way.   

But the fact that Jesus is not speaking literally here, does not weaken 

what He is saying. In fact, the hyperbole of this comparison makes 

his point even stronger. What could be worse than losing your hand 

or foot or eye? Especially, in the first century when a person would 

most likely die from such an amputation; and even if he lived, would 

be an invalid for the rest of his life—no therapy; no prosthesis. And 

yet Jesus says that that would be better, that would be the favorable 

choice, over facing the consequences of your sin before God.  

So what’s the point that Jesus is driving at here? It would be better 

to not have a hand or a foot than to sin with that hand or that foot. 

Why? Because the consequence of sin, namely hell, is so severe. The 

point is that it would be better to lose a limb, which you consider 

indispensable, than to let sin go on undefeated in your life. Why? 

The answer in vs. 48 is because hell is the place where the worm 



does not die and the fire is never quenched. What is this language of 

worm and fire all about?  

Well, the word Jesus uses here for hell is the word Gehenna. It’s a 

word that carries a very vivid picture. Gehenna refers to the valley of 

Hinnom in ancient Israel where king Ahaz and king Manasseh led 

Israel to indulge the very worst of pagan practices—sacrificing 

children to the false god of Molech. The valley where they did these 

detestable things came to be known as the valley of Gehenna. Later 

young King Josiah put a stop to these evil practices and desecrated 

the valley by turning it into a dump for garbage, refuse, and dead 

animal carcasses. To keep this massive dump from overflowing the 

garbage was burned continually while worms consumed the rotting 

flesh of animals and criminals. This is the horrible image that Isaiah 

used of the place of God’s judgment in the last verse of Isaiah which 

Jesus borrows here in vs. 48: “where their worm does not die and the 

fire is not quenched.”
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 This is why we must take sin so seriously.  

When Jesus calls you to a life of discipleship, He calls you to have a 

militant attitude toward your sin. Like an American soldier today 

who would say, it would be better to lose an arm or a leg than to 

allow this terrorist to have free reign in our country.  

We need to repent of our casual attitude toward sin. As John Owen 

said back in the 1600’s, “Be killing sin or sin will be killing you!” Sin 

is a destructive enemy that we must not make friends with for even flirt with. We 

need a wartime mentality when it comes to purging our lives of 

habitual sin. So how do we do that? How do we fight sin? Here’s a 

few suggestions to get us started:  

a. Establish accountability that diminishes your vulnerability 

to temptation and sin. 

b. Call for backup. Someone to pray for you and offer biblical 

counsel to you. 

c. Most  importantly, truth fights the deceit of temptation. You 

need the Word of God to daily cleanse and reshape your thinking 
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to strengthen the fear of God and sensitize your heart to the 

Spirit’s conviction (Heb 5:14). Use the artillery of God’s 

promises to preach to ourselves, destroying the ambush of 

unbelief which is always behind your sin. Romans 8:13 tells us 

that the Spirit puts to death the deeds of the flesh, and we know 

from Eph 6:17 that He uses the Sword of the Spirit, which is the 

Word of God. But we need to listen to the Word in a way that 

Gal 3:5 calls “hearing with faith.” We need to hear the word in 

such a way that we believe it so that its truth becomes the daggar 

by which the Spirit mortifies or kills our sin. Fighting sin means 

fighting unbelief by believing truth.  

d. Conscientiously believe in the satisfying pleasures of the gospel 

more than you believe in the “pleasures” of sin.  

e. Feed your heart with new affections of delighting in God 

and the riches of His grace (worship). 

 

3) We must wage war against our sin by allowing our lives to be 

purified by trials (49). 

[vs. 49] It appears as though Jesus is combing imageries here. Salt 

was not only used for preserving food, but was also used in the 

offering of sacrifices before God.
5
 Fire is often seen as a means of 

purification. And so it seems that what this verse is about is the 

preserving effect of trials in a believer’s life.  

Purging sin from our lives is not something that God leaves us to do 

on our own. One of the means by which His grace comes to us to 

purge us from habitual sin and unbelief is through trials. Sin often 

hides just below the surface of our lives in our hearts like an enemy 

in a foxhole. But God will use trials to draw our sinful attitudes and 

motivations to the surface so that we can take the Sword of the Spirit 

which is the Word of God and slay them. The question is, how do we 

respond when the trials come? Do we surrender to our flesh and 

resist the trials or do we surrender to God and let Him do His 
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purifying work? Suffering will not destroy true disciples. It will 

preserve them by purifying them.  

4) We must wage war against sin by modeling true discipleship that 

promotes God’s honor (50).  

 

[vs. 50] Vs. 50 turns the table now.  We have already seen from the 

negative side that we are to be waging war against our sin and being 

careful to not cause others to be ensnared by sin. But now on the 

positive side we are also to be building a culture of holiness among 

ourselves by being salt to one another. In other words, we are to have 

a preserving influence on one another. How? By Allowing the Word 

of God to dwell richly within us (Col 3:16), so that the Holy Spirit 

can use the Word of God to produce His fruit of godly character in 

us (Gal 5) and enable us to teach, encourage, and admonish one 

other in truth and grace while modeling the lives of true discipleship 

for one another.  

 

One of the fruits we will see from living sin-killing, holiness-

nurturing lives, is that we will live at peace with one another; unlike 

the disciples who were arguing about who would be the greatest, we 

will be like Christ who was the ultimate servant.  

Let me conclude with a very important clarification. You don’t kill sin to 

get right with God. You get right with God, through Christ, who then 

empowers you to kill sin. No sin can be overcome that has not been 

forgiven because no sin can be defeated apart from the power of God’s grace. 

It all begins with one fundamental step of determining that the rewards of 

eternal life with God far outweigh any cost of renouncing your sin; and so 

you take up your cross of self-denial to follow Jesus as the ultimate treasure 

of life.  

As we come to the Lord’s table today, we come in two ways: 

a. Searching our hearts and confessing our sin before God. I Cor 11 

teaches that to partake of the Lord’s supper in any other way would 

be to provoke God’s discipline upon us.  

b. Celebrating the cleansing power of the blood of Christ to overcome 

the guilt of our sin and cancel the prison sentence of hell that our sin 

deserves. Through Christ, we are no longer enemies of God but sons! 

Communion 

 Bread: I Cor 11; I John 1:9 

Cup: Col 2:13-14 


